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ABSTRACT

Countries around the world are engrossed in development efforts aimed at ensuring that they
move from the situations they are in to better situations.Impact, in general, refers to the long-
term effects of a development intervention. Impact is distinct from processes or outputs in an
intervention—for example, an intervention aimed at achieving greater education levels would
measure the number of schools built as an output, but would look for higher literacy levels to
measure the program’s impact. Further, impact can also be defined as the difference between
what actually happened as a result of the implementation of a program, and what would have
happened if the program had not been implemented. Impact evaluation is the process of
identifying and measuring the impact (positive or negative) caused by such an intervention.

In general terms development refers to a stage of growth or advancement. Development in the
secondary schools therefore, refers to all those processes that secondary schools engage in to
ensure that at the end of the day, there is a recognizable departure from the current way of
conducting their activities to a better way of doing so. In Kenya, the government has made
deliberate efforts to decentralize most of its development projects over the past few years, key
among them, the projects aimed at meeting the MDGs. One of the devolved fund regimes
instituted under this period was Constituency Development Fund through the CDF Act, which
was later changed to CDF amendment act of 2007. Previous studies on the subject matter of CDF
have majorly focused on the efficiency in utilization of the funds, the devolution structures
employed in disseminating the funds, and the extent of corruption involved in the CDF cycle.

This study thus aimed at evaluating the impact of CDF on development of secondary schools
with a focus on UasinGishu County. The studies aimed at analyzing the lives of the target
population before the introduction of CDF, and their lives after, and establish whether CDF has
had the desired impact on their lives. The study employed a case study research design and
targeted a population of 483. Stratified and simple random sampling was used to select a sample
size of 147 respondents. Data was collected using questionnaires, client satisfaction survey and
public expenditure tracking surveys; these were analyzed descriptively by use of SPSS. The
study findings indicated that there are considerable benefits that have been realized as a result of
CDF funds in schools such as higher school attendance and improved performance of students in
schools at the grass root level. The fund is however faced by lots of challenges such as fraud and
canvassing among the concerned officials. There is therefore need for a comprehensive
framework that will seal all loopholes that have existed in the fund’s support structures and the
community needs to be involved in the decision making process, so as to make informed
decisions on which projects should be funded, and which projects would have the desired results.



