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ABSTRACT

For any education to achieve its objective, teachers and education planers must put ways of
testing the level of understanding among learners. Kiswahili subject has for years shown
declining results. It is for this reason the researcher wantto find outthe causes of poor
performance of students in public secondary schools inKiswahili subject in Mandera East
District. The study used descriptive survey design because it can give elaborate results
compared to other design. The sample size was 10 teachers, 50 students and 20 parents from
the one school that were chosen. Teachers were purposively sampled while students and
parents were sampled through simple random sampling. Views were collected through
questionnaire from teachers and interview guide for students and parents. The findings were
presented through frequency tables involving simple percentages and bar graphs this
addressed the three research questions formulated to guide the study. Inadequate Teaching
and learning materials and other study materials, teaching not done to the relevance of the
syllabus, teacher and student absenteeism and lateness and Inability to complete the content
of the teaching syllabus are some of the factors that were checked to be relevant to the study.
The research was controlled by the use of Maslow’s Needs Theory by Maslow (1968), to

ensure it remain relevant to the study objectives.
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