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ABSTRACT
Orphaned children in primary school undergo various social, psychological and economic

challenges. These challenges have been found to affect their academic performance. The purpose
of this study was to investigate challenges affecting academic perfomance of orphaned children
in public primary schools in Keera zone, Nyamira County. This was a descriptive cross-sectional
study involving 5 headteachers and 5 teachers from 5 primary schools. The schools were selected
randomly whereas research participants were purposively selected. Data collection tools included
open ended interview schedules. Raw data was analyzed manually for emergent themes. It was
found that most of the orphans in the zone live in poverty, therefore they lack some of the basic
needs such as food, shelter and clothing. They also lack learning materials like text books,
exercise books and pens. In some schools, orphaned pupils face discrimination and stigma. Some
orphans also lacked proper social support mechanisms especially guidance and counseling, this
was found to affect academic performance of the pupils. It is recommended that caregivers of
orphans be empowered economically so as to provide for the basic needs of the pupils. Teachers
and caregivers should also establish psychosocial support mechanisms such as guidance and

counseling, so as to improve academic performance of the pupils.




