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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this research proposal was be to investigate the effects of
inadequate teaching and learning resources on social development of ECDE children
aged 4-6 years in Matinyani Zone, Matinyani Sub-county, Kitui County. Objectives of
the study were to establish varieties of resources for play and learning resources
available for use in the public pre-schools of Matinyani Zone of Matinyani Sub-
County, to determine the accessibility of the play and learning resources available and
to establish how children benefit from the use of play and learning resources
available. The researcher used descriptive research design. The researcher did the
study by use of questionnaires, check list, observation schedule and an oral interview
to the learners in the process of carrying out the study to gather the needed
information. The researcher also observed the preschool teachers as they taught the
learners as well as observing the learners when they were using various learning and
playing activities. The target population of this study were thirteen pre-schools within
Matinyani Zone of Matinyani Sub-County. From each pre-school two teachers were
picked making a total of sixteen three parents from each pre-school making a total of
twenty four parents and forty learners, five from each of the sampled eight preschools.
While choosing the pre-schools, simple random sampling was considered depending
on the distance of the school from the residence of the researcher. The pre-school
teachers were therefore from these sampled pre-schools chosen. From each pre-
school, eight learners were chosen, through random picking of small pieces of papers
bearing the names of the learners put in a box and randomly picked by one of the pre-
school teachers. The researcher used a questionnaire, administered to the pre-school
teachers. These were carefully designed instruments which will be written and typed.
They consisted of closed ended questions. These of questions were useful to this study
because they allowed respondents to express themselves more freely in written form.
Oral interview was administered to young learners who could not write their
responses on the questionnaires. An observation schedule was used and the researcher
observed the preschool children as they perform their daily pre-school activities,
including playing and learning in the class. This enabled the researcher to observe and
get more information especially in enquiring more and clarity on what respondents
noted down in the questionnaires. Concerning play and playing materials, the
researcher observed the materials which were available and the lacking like playing
ball, swings, playing ground, bottle tops, playing rings, toys, dollies, ropes etc.
Descriptive statistics was used to analyze the data collected from the respondents and
observation. The data was then be organized and presented in the tables, pie charts
and bar graphs. Percentage and frequencies were also be used to summarize the data
from questionnaires. The researcher found out that there is lack of adequate qualified
ECD personnel especially for teaching the young children and severe lack of teaching
facilities; lack of good playing fields and materials. In some pre-school centres, the
teaching, learning and playing were bought but were not easily available as they were
under key and lock in the offices. The learners and teachers were not able to access
and use them hence limiting their benefits to the learners.
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